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* But to return to Fatima.   On taking her to his lodgings, he tried to comfort her with the solicitude of a father, and having assured her she was free, inquired where her family resided, that she might be forwarded to them.   The poor girl could scarce believe the words she heard were reality and not a dream ;  so much unlooked-for generosity and benevolence overpowered her with gratitude, whilst he addressed her as his daughter, and explained his motives for becoming her purchaser, adding, " Our laws forbid us to make slaves of the offspring of Mussulmauns of either sex ;  although be it confessed with sorrow, unthinking men do often defy the law, in pursuance of their will ;   yet I would not sell my hopes of heaven for all that earth could give.   I again repeat, you are free ;   I am not rich, but the half of my remaining funds set apart to take me to my home in India, shall be devoted to your service, and without any delay I will arrange for your return to Yumen, under safe convoy " (and seeing she was about to express her gratitude to him) :   " Forbear, as you respect me, a single word of acknowledgement ; if any thanks are due, it is to that good Providence who hath preserved you from greater evils, to Whom be offered also my humble praises,  that  through  His  mercy  my  steps  were  directed through Mocha, at such a time as this, when an unprotected female required fatherly protection."
' Fatima was in tears during this speech of her true friend, and when he paused, she said, " Heaven, indeed, sent you to my aid ; you seem like a guardian angel. Much, much I fear to be separated from one so pious and so bountiful. May I not again be thrown into similar scenes to those your generosity has been exercised to release me from ? Who but yourself and my own dear uncle could ever feel that lively interest for my preservation ? "
* Meer Hadjee Shah would willingly have conveyed the poor girl to her uncle's residence near Yumen, had it been possible ; but his arrangements were made to sail by an Arab ship to Bombay, which if many clays postponed would detain him nearly another year from India, where he was aware his return was expected by his wife and family ; and he was not willing to give them cause for uneasiness, by any further
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